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The Music Coop fills a void in local musical training
By John T. Miller

The Music Coop, with studios in 
Walnut Creek and Lafayette, 

is fi lling a void in musical instruc-
tion caused by the closure of other 
venues and cutbacks in elementary 
music programs.
 Jennifer Grossi, who runs Mu-
sic Coop, said, “When Red House 
Studios in Walnut Creek closed, the 
instructors needed somewhere to 
go. We couldn’t maintain the space 
because the rent was so high.”
 She ended up partnering with 
three other instructors from Red 
House and moved into offi ces on 
Tice Creek Boulevard that had 
been recently vacated by a group of 
lawyers.
 “We didn’t have a plan, but we 
just wanted to keep the music go-
ing,” she said. The space was not 
ideal, but rather than reconfi gure 
the lawyer offi ces, a tutoring center 
around the corner, with six perfect 
rooms for studios, became available 
in the same Tice Valley Plaza Center.
 In May of this year, Grossi 
added the location on Golden Gate 
Way in Lafayette. Currently, there 
are 15 instructors using 10 studio 
rooms between the two locations.
 With the closing of Campana 
Music (see article in the Aug. 8 
issue), the Music Coop will add 
some of the instructors who have 
been put out of business there.
 “It’s a really interesting time in 
the world of music,” says Grossi. 
She explains that the difference for 
the Music Coop instructors is that 
they are independent and manage 
their own students. Rather than 
getting paid an hourly wage, the 
instructors pay for use of studio 
space.
 Vince Lay, a talented guitar-
ist, singer and songwriter, spent 10 
years at Red House Studios teach-
ing youth summer camps and youth 
and adult rock band programs and 
workshops.
 Asked about the difference 
working with Music Coop as op-
posed to other studios, Lay says, 

“Working at the coop is fantastic! 
I run my own business but get to 
work in a supportive group envi-
ronment. Teachers can share stu-
dents and refer students to one 
another, and can work together 
on events, recitals, and things like 
advertising as well.” Lay enjoys 
making his own hours and speak-
ing with his clients directly instead 
of through some sort of manager. “I 
customize my lessons and classes, 
which is great because none of my 
students are the same, and no one 
learns exactly the same way.”
 Lay taught ukulele camps over 
the summer at the Golden Gate 
Way location, and he also teaches 
guitar, bass and helps put kids’ rock 
bands together. 
 While an overwhelming love 
of music compels Grossi, a back-
ground in fi nance and investment 
banking helps her run and manage 
the spaces. At the age of 16 she sang 
with a band in the ‘80s, and more re-
cently fronted an ‘80s tribute band.
 The Music Coop focused pri-
marily on rock and roll, but with 
school music program cuts, along 
with Campana Music closing, and, 
soon, Jam Brothers on Boulevard 
Way in Saranap going out of busi-
ness, Grossi has added instructors 
in classical music, string instru-
ments and woodwinds.
 This summer, in addition to 
ukulele camps, the Music Coop 
held rock band camps, and work-
shops for vocalists age 12-17 years, 
who could bring in a song and make 
it performance-ready in four hours.
 Grossi anticipates forming a 
band workshop for eight weeks 
that fi nishes with them recording a 
demo at Modern Tones Studio (on 
Almanor Lane in Lafayette), whose 
primary focus is recording. Rock 
band formation instructors with 
real-life experience work with mu-
sicians from middle school age all 
the way to adults.
 While music instruction is 
typically slow during the sum-

mer months, once school kicks in 
Grossi believes there will be stiff 
competition for studio time.
 One goal of the Music Coop 
is to get students on stage and let 
them perform. Grossi partners with 
the Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce for its Art and Wine Festi-
val, providing entertainment for the 

Family Stage, and the students also 
participate in a holiday celebration 
at Up The Creek records.
 One of the diffi culties with run-
ning a music studio, according to 
Grossi, is “fi nding a place where 
you can play music without the 
neighbors complaining. We want to 
be the best neighbors we can be but 

we also want to play music.” So far, 
they’ve been musically noisy, their 
neighbors have been relatively 
quiet, and the respective landlords 
have been cooperative.
 For more information on the 
Music Coop and a list of instructors 
and programs, visit www.mymu-
siccoop.com.

Jennifer Grossi warms up the microphone in the Music Coop’s rock band 
studio.                  Photo John T. Miller

Community Wildfire 
Safety Open House

PG&E invites you to an open house to learn more 
about our  Community Wildfire Safety Program 

and  Public Safety Power Shutoff. 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is reaching out to local 
communities to let them know that for safety, it may be necessary 
for us to temporarily turn off electricity to your area when extreme 
fire danger conditions occur. We know how much the communities 
we serve rely on electric service and would only consider temporarily 
turning off power in the interest of safety, and as a last resort.    

We invite you to stop by our open house to learn more, ask questions 
and share input. We look forward to seeing you there.

                      DATE: Thursday, September 13

 
                     TIME: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

                        LOCATION: Amador Rancho Community Center  

                                                                 Bella Vista Room

                                                                1998 Rancho Park Loop

                    San Ramon, CA

Visit us at pge.com/wildfiresafety to learn more about PG&E’s Community 
Wildfire Safety Program and for more tips to help you prepare. 

TTY: 1-800-652-4712
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Si necesita ayuda en español para entender este importante mensaje de sguridad, sírvase llamar al 1-866-743-6589

1-800-893-9555

1-800-298-8438hiểu
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CLASSIC MARCHANT ORIGINAL MEETS HAPPY VALLEY
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51 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

1217 Upper Happy Valley Road, Lafayette l Offered at $1,350,000 | Sale Pending in 7 Days
Nestled into the sundrenched Lafayette hillside up a secluded drive in the prestigious Happy Valley neighborhood, rests this classic 4 
bedroom/2.5 bathroom, 2385± sq. ft. original Jack Marchant home. Built in 1967, Marchant was long acknowledged as a leading force 
in the movement of suburban design embracing the “Modern California Living” concept. With the unmistakable influence of world 
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright, Marchant was known for his walls of glass, open beam ceilings, generous living room with 
striking floor to ceiling fireplace and formal dining room with his hallmark “expansive views”. On .57± acres with sweeping views of 
the hillside and Mount Diablo, mature trees and landscaping and a sparkling pool. Close to downtown Lafayette shopping and BART. 
Top rated schools.

 For a confidential FREE Market Analysis and Opinion of Value of your home, Call Sherrie at 925 766 3030

Larry Duson 415-297-2680
     larry.duson@dusonjoneshomes.com

Jeanne Jones 925-989-2262
     jeanne.jones@dusonjoneshomes.com

You Already Know Us …
So… Come visit us at our
wine booth at the Lafayette
Art & Wine Festival

September  15 & 16
Mt. Diablo Blvd


